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UIJT/SD OTITIS LTTTCICI CCUIIT 


EiGTirn district o? in:/ yoik 
Dsocsaacj, in:./ Tons 


jorrr c::\ il 3 FSittv/ro, 

Petitioner 

V3# 

uinrnD ot.tis on ailttca, 

Henondant 


y 


civil actio:/ 


roTrrrr to ppcstd tt rmtA r^ip-rrs 

Corea nor.T petition:-?, OOITI CIIVIL'S FStTAOTO, in propria per- 
ccaa, aal rcar.'cctfully moves thia Kenorabla Co. art, pursuant to tho 
provlsiona or 'Pit to L’3, United Statca Codo, Cecil on 121 *j, for pcrrtlc 3 ion 
to proceed i n form p-.nperls » in f i li a l tlw attached IIOlICi: POP A i:03- 

etcatio:: c? s nrrirrcc. 


Petitioner cantos that ha 13 aa indiront perron under the pro¬ 


visions of tho abovo entitled ooction is veil ns tlio Attorney General* a 


Pnoert on Poverty, Cellan P-snort, 17'' f fun ra, 
la attached hereto# 


An affidavit of poverty 


Respoctfiilly oubaitted, 

John Chari oa Forrarrto, Petitioner I Vo So# 
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STATE OF GEORGIA) 

I cc 

COUIJTY OF FJLTC’.I) 


AFFIDAVIT OF POVTHTY 

—■ i » i« ■ —»m i ■■ ■ •• 


BEFORE r.o, tho undcrsiEnsd authority. 


JOin CHARLES FRIttAHTO, 


who, after Loin:' duly sworn according to law, Uiidcroath, dcposos and ceyc: 


That he io a citizen of tho Unitod Statos; of local 
age; and 

Tliat bocav.ee of Ids poverty ho is unable to pay tho 
costs of the instant cause of action, or to givo any 
socurity therefore; and 


That lie is a pauper within tho nooning of the la*.; 
(Ad sins -vs- EoFont, 333 U.S. 331); and 


Tint ho codes redress, in pood faith, to obtain tho 
relief to which he verily believes ho io entitled 
to receive. 


WIEREFQRE, it is respectfully requested tliat tld .3 Court front 
leave to procoed heroin in form nauonrio, for otherwise; an injustice 
shall occur, and affiant irfll be foreclosed relief by roason of hi 3 in¬ 
ability to pay tho costs thereof. 






UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT 0? TIEN YORK 

BROOKLYN, HEYORK 

l 

JON? CHARLES FERR-ATN’O, 

Petitioner 

V3. CIVIL ACTION 

m 

UNITED STATES OF AMCRICA, . . 

Respondent 



Cor-s ucr.j petitioner, JOHN CHARLES FERRAIITO, in propria per¬ 
sona, and respectfully noves this Eonorablc Ca:rt, pursuant to the pro- 
visiens of Title 2G, ’United States Code, Section 22#, to correct end/ 
or tidily the sentence imposed an potitioncr cn liarch 3, 1972, in crim¬ 
inal docket mricr 71-113 0, 

STATU RE!T C? TIP] CAES 

Petiticnor presently incarcerated at tlxs 1‘nited States 
Jfcnitentiary, Atlanta, Georgia, having been committed to this institut¬ 
ion on Larch lb, 1972, After a plea of guilty to a violation of the 
Bank Robbery utotuto, this petitioner received a sentence of fifteen 
(15) yea rs, subject to the sentencing provisions of h2C3 (a). 






ponrrs /,?rj Areifguriss 

Prior to tho imposition of tho sentence, tho Court had avail*, 
able to it certain information from F.B*I. Kilo llo* 79 321 E, alcna 
vith infomaticn accumulated in a prcccntonco investigation revert on 
this petitioner, and iron this information, tin Court mdo it's impos¬ 
ition of centcr.ce# Tliis petitioner lies since been able to secure a 
copy of tho prcsentcnco invecti^ation given to the Court, ao roll ao 
a record of the F*B.I. file and trill chew 1 his Court that tho chorees 
contained therein ere errencroon, Kid tlio information, vh.cn nodifyod 
donanda tho Court to re con eider the nontenco imposed upon this pjet- 
itiaier* 


K virnr^tr^ f • 7 7 


T rr rr -r» , 


AP.’.IL 23, 1?£0 - Investigation, Cuspicion of Death, Alexan¬ 
dria, Virginia, no disposition on re coz’d* 

This charge otcjvnod fron the death of petitioner 1 c con 
and tho l’ccords vill uisoloscd that thin petitioner v/as 
completely exonerated as to any ccnnecticn vith the 
incident, however, the choree still remains on the rocord 
of lido petitioner* 


MAY 7* 19h2- Grand Larceny, Suffolk County Court, ono year 

In Suffoll: County Jail, probation and restitution, 

Thero vao no Oroide Larceny involvod in this incidont 
a s the records vill cLicclc.oe this petitioner sold 
an nutbnobilo belonging to ldn, and paid off tlio 
balance wing on thio automobile. Tlio charge under 
Which thdo petitioner served tlio yoar in Jail vao 
potit larceny. 


FEBRUARY 22, 195h- Larceny of Dank, Disorderly Conduct, 


Assault and Battery, Arlington, Virginia, 






j? 1,110 1****® 

rad nothin; oleo contained tte«^°° rdol ' ly ocnUuot » 

r ° tlU0n0r 0hCT Court that the entire file 
0.3 used by this Cr»v.«+ 

~ Pre0Cntenco instigation to inpooo the 
ccntenco on him r.ust bo rovi-ed V n + , , 

- ’ l ' P t0 ond • Wo adjustmnt 

In this institution, aid iVto t)io ro-evalua'od „ * 

A1 , ro^evaiuatiod report, this Court has 

tJio obligation or reconsidering thn 

orin C *«> eentonco imposed, 

*>» hither Courts have hoid in narcos cases t,»t tho usd 

- —id convictions to inponch. or deters the imposition „ f 

ccntenco on a d'>rrnd-s-i+ , 

^cnaant must bo corrector? h~ +v„ 

r.uzreeved bj, the sentencing judge 

ordering a proeor tr-encmt «■.«*„ , 

^ .. ‘ '. 00 ^t—™. oliinattnt those con- 

“ ^ r Ci " CCn “* - ^ « unconstitutionally ^isid, 

^ ^ to th. irvisod report. 


hcldt 


In tho ease of 3C? U.S. 109, tfao Court 

10 ^i« of Hide on vs 

Biipporogu.lt cr enhance punishr^nt fSr^- ? por ^ on to 

to orot ^ tho nrljicinrl of th-t* ‘ C " hor °^‘cnso,,, # 
cinco tlio defect in tho rr^o- cmvi “J, °" D0 *** :: ° r ce yet, 

“(Tht to counsel, the cccvlZ ^ ra “ ‘ :c »ial of 

deprivation of...'..thatoufforo one tho 

* tv -> Up, 

* 1103 F - «fc (5th Circuit 1*»>, tl „ 

21 to prohibit use of ^ 

“ ' - -“ion - on,u»oo punichnont 

or to ir.ipoach credibility. 


11 am * states vs. T„,n-sn , h57. F. 2d 16 S , UT (7th 01 _ 


- 6 - 


1972)i 









Tm ccurt l»ld tint it van a E-onia! of fuidannntal fainjcc? 


raid cue process to u3J.ru tbu vs:o of invalid prior comdcticns to bo 
used as pc cuf of [pilt, to irpc:.ah credibility or to onhocco punish* 


rrnt.** :. 




•'-'ci-r <•>. 




•J.V.O V. y a tl r VfOKCOV.tjryj t <-> V -?WC t?/> viA« 


idity cC r ~c .r.\lob ! -no# 


mm&az, T.'Jlo XJCtttisner lT-ATS tl at tli.D Court oo OUSTl 
that a r.cu pre-oontenoo inavstilr.atl an report bo pre'seuied to tide 
Coia-t, raid iliat n cor* of tho icri::ed report bo oubrdttcd to tide 
petitioner, rod upon reccivir." e trvo end roe wo to accovnt nf tho 
prior iver.ru of tlis petitioner to co.vrcot rr.d »radii*;* tie ccntcr.no io 
posed an hiii in tide cr.ro os pe r tie provisilna of Vxn’rsr -vr- baited 
Cba 1—• , lC-H U*C # 3 ( 1 / 72 ) J rod or. to tie jvevictcuo of lul'rm, tldo 
Court imt rcredy tbo dara.-e caused by an i inreper prc-rcntcnce ro- 


part, 


Tjccpcotfully presented, 


STATE CP CIXr.GIA) 


: cs 


couitx cr racai) 


Join Charles rcrroirto, 
Ffctitio.xr iro o 


S'nTil TO AID SUibT.rj.D PIT CHE IT Tlg b KT -TL fF JULY, 1273* 

0 yj. >r~’K. GT 


■icrr., 
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■*■• : v ; *c! t? 


j -V 7 . * 7 ' * * % * t« 

4C-S.: . ■>•«:» csiisanuu; 


c.T.?:rT!V.Tv, n s jt\to tt*: vatl 


I, tiro vneersl'Tiod licrcLy ctctc tint I an tho petitioner iu 
tho a tt reived 1 luticn, and i. at Z la.vo relied a co;r.* of raid r.otiai to 
!V :aatl II. l.c.d.ir, Indued Statoa Attorney, la atom District of 
lie*.; Yorl:, . r . ustya, ..ew Per::, by plea in." taic copy in tie Ini ted State o 
Hails, at tie Ini to. SU-too Tcnitcnciary, Atlanta, Ccortpia* 


/] 












405 


, T?D *. T ^ ? ' ~7 r ,r,r t 

Oi. -J._ v , ulw'Uj.Oi CO'JiVf 

....is?oi district o? m:;:v yorx 


' ••■* .’'IRRAiiTG, 


-a ci trailer 


~d'-ai.ui c— 


UalTGD STAT23 01’ AMi^IGA, 

hesDondant, 


# «% • ‘ 1 "7 

* *-» v J 

(71 OR 1133) 


*-inoran _um jx T’^cialon 
and Order 


hagusi: 5, 1373 


Petitioner aoves pursuant to 23 U.3.C. j 2233 
co vacate the sentence imposed on 1 larch 3, 1372, coanitting 
hisn to the custody of the Attorney General of the United 

Rentes for a Sara o: 


TT s »' ' * * % / . > ✓ I-. * 


il-teen (13 yearn pireuant to 13 
•*■ • ■— .'nbSto3 '.cij i o.h td on u ■■>lea 


■j _• 


1 ' T* 

.. • — - »- • 


f * r . •• * T «v „• r , 

~ ~•* o„ emeu o.a'i c 

j ids ground asserted i- alio ,-ei error* or 

i.iisc a u amts n f . a In tne pro.sen tones report 

-• l - •'.••ro-.iHtioa r j/ort Ibl 1 o r ^ 

-- '* -- j, • - it, 

the eapuio;:' t .r.ior i'*?corG; n 






, ao;> 

2ing against him in our Court. In essence, thy the fend ant 5 s 
sto.tyr..-int impressed us as being unconvincing and there an?ears to 

I 

bn much, more to the circumstances surrounding his involve vent than 
he'is willing to divulge. 

2. . PRIOR PICORD: 

I 

AS a youngster, the defendant had numerous run-ins vLth the. 


law for escapades r 


n -* - •*, 

-. -j 


roa running away from home to stealing 
automobiles. As a result of his incorrigibility he was olaced in 
Children’s Village, by the Kings County Children’s Court, in Septan- 


h ;5 ^r.riai *o c- 

0 <!«.« A. t 1. - Vi. 


in placement at this institution until Jan- 


ber, 19^5. 

uary, 19^7, when he was discharged to his family’s custody. 

V23/50- 

(age 20) 


(age 22) 


( : -;3 25) 

7/17/57 

(oge 27) 


Investigation 
(Suspicion of Death) 

A! ^xand^ia *«r -> ^ 

• • » 

do die no 3 1 r,i -0 n 
on record. * 

The defendant advises t 
by the Ad a 1 ~ 

death of his step-son. 
were unable to prove th 
released by authorities 

hat in this instan 
3 following the su 
He indicated that 
at there wa3 any w 

9 

ca he was arrested 

ll Cl 3 P , P.C A' "* (1 > n •• 
sine3 'til3 pO?uiC3 
ro.i^ioin^ he v/as 

% 

Grand Larceny 

Suffollc County - 
Court 

I 

1 year, Suffolk 
County .Tail 

ESS- Probation 
Sp.Con. Restitution! 

iLarceny of Panic 

2- Disorderly Conduct 

3- Assault h Jet nary 

Alexandria, Va. - 

1“Dismissad j 

2- 30 days | 

3- Dismissad 

Grand Larceny - 

Arlington, Va. - 

i 

?/ ’ 0 — f V* z ^ : 33 ^'f 

Armed Robbery 

Arlington, Va. - 

i 

12/10/57 - 12 years j 


rca:;* oi' z *nt 

— 9/1 ? /05 

In this instance, the defendant robbed a shoe' oto^e and 
successfully made off with $335 In currency.~ inn"-fen cant 
was however, arrested by nollee s’.iomiy after cci"*c> cion o ‘ 
the crime. Gubsecuently, walls awaiting sentence,“the de- 
j,en.e.a and c ..o ocneis ‘escaped £rora wee Aleaundria Cloy jail 
and then broke into a gas station in order to steal an 


2 






j, 26 /h r 

n • • 1 ) 


. * < t - v) / 

CO; "'"V". 0 011 2 \i I!_C 'c‘ / *>.’3 ~2'\ 1*0r t 1V’ i0 l" p-* » 

wwiri-i city no.:. 1 ., The dreadmit and his cohorts were nub- 
Ciq’v .ncly apprehenred in Roanoke , Virginia, and rnhu’-p-d to t 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

- Breaking & Entering - Fairfax Cty.Court, - l/Ti/rVi- 


Virginia 


T'aiu offense relates to the defendant breaking into to a ' oov - fcsnt. i 
a gas station vit-h two others after escaping from the Alexandria 
City Jail. 


/oFraudulent choc!: 


a a, 2 o- ) 


/ 26/66 
a S a 36) 

2/23/70 
-ge ^0) 


1st District Court 
S uffoIk County 

1st District Court 
Suffoil-: County 


< t -,s~ 

>/ Co/ ' o- Cor.t- 
nlaiut witk- 
dr:u;a * - 


on record 


Nassau County Court - Pending 


23/71 ■ 

ft 2 -tl) 

/5/71 - 


Dlcortarly CoaiHSt, - 1st District Court - Kj disposition!, 

.•usaia-jiil, Stiff oil: County on record 

Au 1.eeipoecl Murder, Rob- - Nassau County Cou v t - P^adin" 

bery I, Kidnapping, ' “ 

Grand Larceny, Fosses, 
of a Weapon 

In this instance, on December IS, 1970, in Jericho, Lon- Island, 

•che ascendant and one Jichoius Tullo, kidnapped the manager of 
a .'ialdoaun Supermarket and his associate whll ■- va c.-- J were 
enrou.e n rn . ..a: w.rcn oh * days receipts.They v ioceeded to 
crivp chen in the defendant's car to a deserted area In Suffolk 

nr.-^ oOli tr.j.a to tea B: into the woods, v.hereuoon Tullo 
cn. 0 X- c 1 * 13 eti b 0 o .3 * j.rix'X^.Cw i. • < i r3r * * i i v? ^ -i r» c? inr’* ^1 -* .. *_ _._ u ^ 

pi*call 22 . 0 ion. T>. 2 y chan :r,ade off with tha o 5^500 ro^oiTDts and 
»^ 3 i/o s \x 033 c]\i3 ni.y anjrss’uocl a f~ g^ 74 a**' u ^-,*.-51 ^ ^ 

-Possession o: a - Nassau County Court - p.-a-idinr 

Deadly Weapon “ ° 

Criminal Mischief 

Arrested by P.3.1. Agents for instant offense 

Subsequently, two other indictments were filed againrt the de¬ 
fendant: in ohis District charging him with robbing Bankers Trust 
Company, and Reliance Federal Savings and Loan Association, in 
Y/hicn $e4,91o and 129,713 wara stolen respectively, in th 3 s a 
instances, the defendant vaulted the teller’s counter and secured 
one money, while his confederate h^v fip oyv * 

custoaars at bay while armed with a"sIwed--off'shot/.if" 


Nassau County Court - Pending 
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Details. The report of the F.3.I. reflects that their investigation 
lommenced on October 6, 1971, when they received information that two 
rhile males had just successfully executed an armed robbery at the 
rational Bank of North America, 192-C2 Northern Boulevard, Queens, 

[cw York, in which $11,853 was taken. Subsequent investigation dls- 

i 

losed that at approximately 9:30 A.M. on the above date, the two 
icrpetrators later identified as the defendant and John Grillo cn- 
ered the bank and announced the holdup. Grillo, while armed with 
i sawed-off shotgun, proceeded to herd the four female employees into 
i rest room and hold them at bay. In the interim, defendant Ferranto 
r aulted the teller’s counter and removed $ 11,863 from the teller’s 
irawers. Once they had obtained the money, the two perpetrators then 
iuceessfully made their escape. After agents obtained a composite 
lescription of the two bandits, they proceeded to launch an extensive 
.nvestigation in an attempt to determine their identities. 

During the following month, agents, as a result of information 
;upplied by anpinformant, located Grillo on November 3, 1971, and ar- 
'ested him for the instant offense. When questioned by authorities, 
irillo admitted committing the instant bank robbery and indicated that 
lis accomplice was defendant Ferranto. He further related that they 
lad robbed the Eankers Trust Company, on Horace Harding Expressway 
>n Octcber 19, 1971, of $24,916, and also robbed the Reliance Federal 
iavings and Loan Association on Francis Lewis Boulevard on June 12, 

.971 of $29,719» Grillo stated that in each of the three bank robberies 
te stayed in the bank lobby v/ith a sawed-off shotgun contolling the 
imployees and customers while Ferranto vaulted into the teller's area 


.n order to obtain the money. Grillo stated that Ferranto planned 
■he robberies and received the larger share of the proceeds. 
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Based upon the information that Grille supplied, agents proceeded to 
locate and arrest defendant Fcrranto on November 5 , 1571 . v/hen ques¬ 
tioned, he offered no statements or cooperation. Agents described 
Fcrranto as totally uncooperative and advised that none of the money 
from the three bank robberies was ever recovered. Althou. h the de¬ 
fendant did not display a weapon during these robberies, agents never¬ 
theless believe that there is a strong liklihood that he may have been 
armed. Authorities note that in view of Ferrar o‘s plea of guilty to 
tnxs offense, the other two pending cases in this District which charge 
him with robbing the Bankers Trust Company and the Reliance Federal 
Savings and Loan Association will be dismissed. According to agents, 
in these other bank robberies, the defendant and Grille used the same 

mocus operand", however in the commission of these offenses wore 
ski masks. 


g efcndant's Participation . This defendant played an active role 
in the October 6 , 1971 robbery of the Natloanl Bank of North America 
at 192-02 Northern Boulevard, Queens, New York, in which $ 11,863 v:ae 
taken. While Grille herded the employees into a rest room and held 
then at bay with a sawed-off shotgun, the defendant vaulted over the 
teller-s counter, and placed the currency in a bag that he was carryln 
After obtaining the money, Unsuccessfully made their escape without 
interference from authorities or bank personnel. Agents advise that 
when the defendant was arrested, he offered no statements or cooper¬ 
ation. They further note that he and Grille also robbed the Bankers 
Trust Company and the Reliance Federal Savings & Loan Association. 
Authorities note that none of the monies from these bank robberies 
was recovered, and authorities have no knowledge as to what the de- 
fendant did with his share of the proceeds. 

Dpi e-.c... .t o ooao.'.r. nt. In a rather cautious statement, the de- 
fendant admitted his guilt. He advised, that prior to his involvement 
in the instant offense, he was engaged in his own business which en¬ 
tailed the renevating of homes. According to the defendant, as a re¬ 
sult of poor management, his business began to do poorly and as a re¬ 
sult, he soon found himself in heavy debt. He stated that his finan¬ 
cial problems became so severe that he was convinced to rob the 
National Bank of North America, by his codefendant John Grille who 
was an acquaintance aware of his financial predicament. The defend¬ 
ant contended that Grille talked him into committing the offense 
and planned the robbery. The defendant stated that he shared in the 
proceeds and received approximately $ 6 , 000 , which money he used to 
pay his bills. The defendant denied participating in any other bank 
robberies and refused to discuss the other two cases that are currently 
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penaing against him in our Court. In essence, the defendant’s 
statement impressed us as being unconvincing and there appears to 

be much more to the circumstances surrounding his involvement than 
he is willing to divulge. 

2. PRIOR RECORD: 

AS a youngster, the defendant had numerous run-ins with the 
law for escapades ranging from running away from home to stealing 
automobiles. As a result of his incorrigibility he was placed in 
Cnildren's Village, by the Kings County Children's Court, in Septem¬ 
ber, 1945. He remained in placement at this institution until Jan- 
uary ' 1517 * v;hen he was discharged to his family's custody. 

(Suspicion*!? Death)” Va - * 

The defendant advises that in this Instance he was arrr*te-- 

deat^of^hfa^Rt 13, ?olice .. follov;in K the sudden, accidental”' 
death Oi na.3 Soep-son. ue indicated that si-ce the ncMrr 

released b fcy ^ **£&&*?™ 

(£e%.) ° rand Lar ° eny - Suffolk County - 1 year, Suffolk 


‘ d Larc - ny ~ Suffolk County - 1 year, Suffolk 

Cour t County Jail 

ESS- Probation 
Sp.Con. Restitutl 

?/f2/54 Hsrceny of Bank . Alexandria. Va. - 2/24/54. 

(ase 23) 2- Disorderly Conduct 

3- Assault & Battery |l?0 Sayf 

3-Dismissed 

(age^I^) Crand larceny - Arlington, Va. - 2/7/56«disaissed. 

}{l 7 /?L Arced Robbtr y - Arlington, Va. - 12/10/57- 12 y 

v 0 paroled 1/18/6 

max. exp. of s 

In this instance, the defendant robbed a shoe^store a~d 
successfully made off with $386 in currency. The de^rdar 
S* ^ r % a rrested by police shortly after commission o 

fendant^and v;nile awaiting sentence, the de¬ 

arth pn£™J‘ v °<°+ herS esca P° d f rom the Alexandria CItv Jail 
and then broke into a gas station in order to steal an* 
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71 CR 1138 
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-agninnt- * 
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JOHN CHARLES FEREANTO, t 
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pafcndant. * 
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United Staves Courthouse 
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Brooklyn, Miw York 

10 
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11 
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APPEARANCES: 

ROBERT A. MORSE, ESO., 

United States Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Hew York 

BY: CITY Tj. REIT7E71ATJT1, ESO., 

Assistant United States Attorney. 


1 IRA LONDON, ESO., 
Attorney for Defendant. 
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. 

| 3 


2 


T11E CLERK: Criminal cause for sentence, USA 


3 

1 

v. Joht 

i Charles Ferranto. 


4 

. 

MR. LO’noH; flood morning, your Honor. 


5 

• 


THE COURT: r!ood morning. • 


6 

1 

I 

John Charles Ferranto, do vou hava anything to 


7 

sav — 

i - 



8 


MP. LO’ino’j: Judge, nav I have the opportunitv 


9 

to go through the Probation Report very briefly? 


10 


THE COURT; Surelv. 


11 


Let the record show I have delivered the 


12 

complete Probation Report, aside from the face sheet. 


13 

to Hr, 

London. 


14 


(Recess taken). 


15 


THE COURT: All right. 


16 


Having read the Probation Report, Mr. John 


17 

Charles Perranto, do vou have anything to sav before 


18 

sentence is imposed unon vou? 


19 


MR. LOUPOIJ: There is really not much in the 


20 

Probation Report I would want to emphasize. Most of 


, . 21 

it is negative. The defendant has v«rv few things 


22 

to commend hin to this Court. 


j 

23 


TIIE COURT: I give this to you to make certain 


24 

that what is in the report reported accuratelv . 


25 

• 

MR. LONDOU: i would wish to bring to the 



I 
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Court's attention that his case war severed because 
of lack of identification. 

There wore originally, at the Wade Hearing, 
four witnesses who didn't know if he was the nan or 
thav couldn't be sure, and the fifth witness was the 
onlv witness to give evidence, and he said, after 
viewing the defendant's rear of the head, he thought 

it was the nan. 

I j 

The Juries stated, as to the identification 
Means r. ; >d, that he thought it wns outrageous. 

We completed the Wado Hearing — 

dn. HRINHMANN: Thin indictment is still 
pending — 

THE COURT! Let’s not have cross examination 
here. It in only an indictment. I an not charging 
that against this defendant. 

MR. LONDON* I mention it onlv because the 
facts involved, I find to be rather inflammatory and 
I wanted to bring it to the Court's attention as 
far as mitigating circumstances. I mean, it is highly 
questionable as to whether this defendant was in that 
incident. 


.din COURT: !Io was in a orior grand larceny, 
a prior amed robbery — 

MR. LONDON: He has a criminal background. 
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However, he did plead quiltv. 

'.cun CO::n m : I never consoiouslv give credit to 
a defendant for pleading quiltv. The onlv thinq a 
defendant wains is that nil the qory details are not 
brought cut, so he nav qet the advantage only because 
I don't knew how it happened. 

h number of tines, I never know how bad the 
defendant was; until the trial, and then he reaps the 
diundvantaoe of it. That's all. 

I 

'•11. LO'IDO": That aooears to be a controvorsv 
running through the Court system todav. 

THE COnn ri : x don’t think there is a Judqe on 
the bench, who will even admit to himself that he 
gives someone, a defendant, the benefit of the plea. 
V7e always invite the defendant to try his case. Some 
defendants are hurt bv it, and if the Government’s 
case is stronq, there is no chance for an acquittal, 
and in addition to that, so much of what was not said 
in the indictment, comes out during the trial. 

MR. LO'.WOTJ: I think credit should be criven to 
a man who says "I’m quiltv, and I want to admit my 
quilt." 

THE COURT: Yes, that is another plus. In 
other words, it is some evidence of a step toward 
rehabilitation, I agree. 
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MR. LOMDOTTs 'T’horo are only two things T want 
to mention in the wav of a positive plus, to the Cour+ 

He has four children, also supports his wife 
and those children. !Te is devoted to then. T!e is 
also a highly skilled person, he is an electrician. 

I understand in Vest Street, he is assisting the 
Chief Engineer. 

I would ask vou to consider tVr: possibility of 
a work-'jail program, in view of his ac:c, # which is 
forty one. If he receives anv extensive sentence, 
it would, in effect, be a life sentence. 

If your Honor could see vour way to giving bin 
a sentence, shorter than the maximum — a work-jail 
program — there is hope he can he rehabilitated. 

He knows he has reached the end of his string, insofar 
as this particular way of life. 

TTTTF. COURTS John Charles Ferrento, on your 
plea of nuilty to count one, indictment 71 CR 1110, 

I sentence vou to the custodv of the Rttornev General 
for a term of fifteen years, pursuant to 18 USC 4208 
(a) (2). 

MR. HEINEMAUMs The Government moves to dismiss 
count two in indictment 71 CR 1138, and roves to 
dismiss 71 CR 1137 and 71 CR 1139. 

THE COURTS Motion granted. 
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